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[The Problems of Using Myth in The Modern Arabic Poem]

Researcher:

[Salah al-Din al-Jubaili - Associate Professor of Modern Arabic Literature — College of Asian
Languages and Cultures — Hankuk University of Foreign Studies.]

Abstract:

This research is a study on the use of myths in modern Arabic poetry. Researchers believe that
the myth is one of the prominent features of modern poetry in all the literatures of the world. Modern
poetry has resorted to myths to escape from materialism and the void of meaning that fills our
contemporary life. It is a cry from poets against the emptiness experienced by modern man. The
research begins with an introduction to the definition of myth, and the relationship between myth and
poetry. The researcher believes that myth is not far from poetry. Myths are based on fairy tales.
Likewise, fiction and metaphor in poetry is based on imagination and imagery. myths in the ancient
world dealt with the anxiety of the primitive man, who failed to explain the phenomena of night and
day and the succession of seasons with a rational interpretation, so they resorted to myths to treat this
anxiety and search for an emotional explanation for the cosmic phenomena. Poetry also wants to jump
outside the world of matter to capture moments of innocence and beauty.

Both ancient poetry and modern poetry made use of myths. However, in ancient poetry it was
not integrated within the emotional and intellectual framework of the poem. As for modern poetry, it
has taken great strides forward when using myths. The myth has given poetry layers of meaning that
made the poem a structure filled with thought mixed with feeling. But the use of myths was a
distinguishing mark between the imitative poet and the creative poet. With a false, ungifted poet,
myths would come within the poem, separate from feeling and thought. For them, it would be merely
a proof to critics and poetry readers that the poet is an intellectual and a reader of history. Nevertheless,
a creative poet does not bring myths into poetry to prove that he is a great poet. It comes mixed with
feelings and thoughts. It always plays an effective role within the poem in expressing the poet's
experience and adding more human experience to it.

| also discussed the concept of myths and its use by prominent critics and poets in the modern
poetry movement. moreover, a theoretical study was attached to multiple practical examples of
prominent poets in the modern Arab poetry movement.

key words: Myths, Ancient Arabic poetry, Modern Arabic poetry, Obscurity, Poetic
construction, Tammuz, Ishtar.
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